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CHRISTIANITY 1200-1800 AD 
1200 --- 1500 1500�s 1600�s 1700�s 

Europe: Strong nations rise  
 
RCC corruption continues 
 
Kings begin to resist the 
Pope  
 
Renaissance (Rebirth of 
classical ideas):  New focus 
on human  
• Reason (vs religious 

authorities) and  
• Interests (vs spiritual) 
• 1100s�Philosophical, 

economic, social ideas 
• 1300-1600 Artistic, 

cultural ideas 
 
1350-1500 Various revivals  
  
1440 Printing press invented 
 
1453 Constantinople Islamic 
 
1492  �New World� Found 

No. Europe: Reform� 
 
1517 Germany under Luther 
(state church); Spread to  
Sweden, Denmark, Finland 
 
1522 Zurich under Zwingli  
 
1524 Anabaptists (Zurich)  
Rejected State Church. 
 
1530�s Geneva under Calvin 
Spread to Holland & Scotland 
 
1534 England under Henry 
8th Wanted a divorce 
 
1535 Tyndale killed 
(Brussels)  
 
1537 English Bibles 
 
So. Europe: Renaissance-  
Italy, France, Spain Catholic 

Germany:  Controversy 
among Lutherans 
 
England: Struggle of RCC  
Anglicans & Presbyterians  
 
1618-48 Europe 30 Years 
War between Catholics & 
Protestants 
 
Result:  
• No. Europe Protestant 
• So. Europe Catholic 
 
1640�s - Rise of Baptists in 
England 
 
Later 1600�s  Beginnings 
 of  �Enlightenment�  
• Reason is only authority 
• Early: separated 
   philosophy and religion 
• Later: discarded religion 
• Set up modern atheism  
 

Enlightenment 
undermines 
Christianity  
 
Germany:   
• Skepticism with 

rejection of Bible 
• Pietist Movement 

Bible/conversion 
(1680-late 1700s) 

 
England 
• Deism: 

�disbelief in 
Bible; Christ-
ianity only valid 
for its morals 

• 1740s on 
Wesley Revival 
(Methodists) 

 
• 1776   Colonies 

revolt against 
England 
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